Elements and Principles of Art 
Extra Credit Photograph Competitions

Directions:

· Each week there will be a new Element or Principle of Art assigned (see below).  The Elements and Principles are described on the second page of this document.

· Students wishing to receive extra credit must find examples of these Elements and Principles of art in the world around them and take a picture to send to Mrs. Swader.

· These pictures are due on the first day of school each week.  So, on the calendar if it says March 9th, for example, is when “variety” photographs are due, they should be sent in by that day.  Pictures depicting examples of line should have been taken some time before that due date.  

· Photos can be taken with a digital camera of any kind and it is acceptable if pictures are editing using Photo Apps if using a cell phone camera, including Instagram.  

· Photos should be emailed to heather.swader@evsc.k12.in.us by the due date with a subject line of the element/principle that is required for that week.  

· The student that sent in the best picture sent in each week (as judged by the three NHS art teachers) will receive extra credit and their image will be placed on Mrs. Swader’s website - http://swaderart.weebly.com/
Examples:
Line 
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	Element/Principle of Art
	Due Date

	Line
	1/11/16

	Shape
	1/20/16

	Color
	1/26/16

	Texture
	2/1/16

	Value
	2/9/16

	Space
	2/16/16

	Form
	2/22/16

	Pattern/Repetition
	3/1/16

	Variety
	3/7/16

	Balance
	3/15/16

	Proportion
	3/28/16

	Emphasis
	4/5/16

	Contrast
	4/11/16

	Rhythm/Movement
	4/19/16

	Unity
	4/25/16

	Free Choice!  Show off your elements and principles of art knowledge!!  (  
	5/3/16














Repetition
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Elements of Art 
The elements of art are the parts of the artwork; they include line, shape, color, texture, value, space and form.

Line: 
A line is any mark longer than it is wide.

Shape:  A shape is a flat enclosed area defined by color, texture, value or line. It is 2-D.

Color:  Color is reflected by light and has three properties which are hue, value and intensity.

Texture:  Texture is the real or implied feel of a surface i.e. rough, sticky, bumpy etc.

Value:  Value is how light or dark an object is. We talk about value in pieces that are black, white and gray and also in works that have color.  Tints and shades refer to value.

Space:   Space is the area around or between positive shapes. Space can also be deep or shallow.

Form: Form is a three-dimensional enclosed area.  A circle is a shape, a sphere is a form.

Principles of Art

The principles of art are guidelines an artist uses to compose the elements of art.

Pattern/Repetition: Repetition is used to create some of the other principle of rhythm, pattern, movement, harmony and unity. Repetition is the repeating of any one or many of the elements of art. Too much repetition can be boring.

Variety:  Variety is the opposite of repetition. It is the use of many different types of line, color, shapes etc.  Variety creates interest but if there is too much variety, your artwork will look chaotic and will not have unity.

Balance:  Always balance your work unless you are trying to send a message of chaos or instability.  Balance may be symmetric (mirror image), asymmetric (informal), or radial (like the spokes of a wheel).

Proportion:  Proportion is the size relationship between two parts or objects. If something is “out of proportion”, it means that one part looks too big or too small compared to the rest of the object. Proportion can be used to create emphasis, for example, if you make someone’s head too big for their body – you could infer that they have a “big head” or think they are very important.

Emphasis:  Emphasis means you want to make one area the center of interest or the most important.  You can use contrast of any of the elements and can use size to create emphasis.  If you put a red circle in the midst of a bunch of yellow circles – the red one will be emphasized.

Contrast:  A large difference between two things to create interest and tension.  If the image has black laid down right next to white or a smooth area right next to a rough area, we say it has contrast of that element.  Gradation means that there is a gradual change in elements.  If an area blends slowly from light gray to black or from rough to smooth, we say it employs gradation. 
Rhythm/Movement:  Rhythm or pattern is created by repetition.  It is related to “beat” in music. If your shapes are dark, dark, light, dark, dark, light; then you would probably guess the next shaped would be dark. Movement is also caused by repetition, but can also be caused by curved or diagonal lines, shapes, colors etc.  
Unity:  Unity is created when the combination of elements and principles make the picture look whole and complete – the elements compliment each other and “go together”.  Some repetition is necessary for unity, whether it be through color, line, subject matter, etc.  
